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The Polk Miller Combluation and
Margaret Mather.

On next Wednesday night at the Aca-
demy of Music Polk Milier, assisted by
Owcar P. Blason and little Kster Wallace,
will give their unique performance. Mr.
Milier will be heard in his wonderfully
clever dialect storles and Hlus-
trating the pecullar characteristics of
the old ﬁlunutlon negro. As a curtain-
raiser, Mr, Bisson and Miss Wallace
give a little musical-comedy skit, en-
titled “Cousin Elia's Visit from the
Country,"” Mr. Blason Impersonating an
overgrown New l}nfiand country boy
and Miss Wallace a little Yankee achool-
girl. This act abounds In funny sltua-
tions, cleverly sung songs, and clean-~-cut
comedy work. The thi rt of the pro-

ramme is a sketch, Oﬁ.‘lI Times Down

uth,” in which Mr. Miller imperso-
nates an old plantation negro, color, dia-
foct, costume, and all, amd Introduced
nre mongs, humorous and pathetie sto-
ries, banjo “plckin’,” ete. he dialo
abounds  with witewr  and  Interesting
""‘.’.""' and, fis the advertisement reads
15 “‘constructed for laughieg purposes.”

MARGARET MATHER.

: !ﬁi!u Margaret Mather, well known to
k:" al theatre-goers for her past efforis in
Shukespearinn rolee, has this season pro-
duced Bhakespeare's “Cymbeline,” with
iho bellef that the immortal bard and
.!I:u:n manager belleved that magnificent
f" f"nl"l‘,fr was escentinl to the success of
-ll m_;. Bhe has spared no expense in
elaborgtely decorating the play with n
#cenle vesture that conservative artists
ostimate a8 costing over #0000 before
}lln f‘llrlllln went up on the first per-
armatice. She brings the production
Fnlm-l to the Academy on next Friday
and Sattirday, together with her splendid
compiny, including Harrison Wolf, Ien
Ringgold, Lynn Prait, and others.

The Southern Razorbnek,

A "Ralser of Ruazorbacks'' writes as
f:"'}"“'“ to the Country Gentleman
Nondescript” (see page 132) is no sort of
| Justifinble term to apply te the razor-

back of the South. Certainly no other
hog hag been so well and frequently de
scribed as this most remarkable animal.

It I8 & whole ghow, with the ludicrous
clown Included, in {tself. It is a subject
for “luughter, holding both sldes” No
one, for instance, could peossibly witness
a steeplechuse across the country, golng
at breakneck speed and style over and
under fences, ragorback always easlly
ahead, and only playing with his fleet pur-
suers, until finally a suitable rail-fence is
reiached, when in the twinkling of an eye
the hog has deftly turned on his slde,
and thus made himself invisible for a mo-
ment, during which, with the Impetus of
hia gathered epeed, he goes hetween the
lower ralls, and the dogs, badly at fauit,
look around and howl with disappoint-
mont .

Doubtless his bacon is tender and sweet,
for this ereature lives on the fat of the
land, Hiz home Is the wide world, and
his living Is the best there is in it. No-
thing Is too good for him. He feasts on
the best the garden affords. The early
pea {8 his favorite morsel, The tender
potatoes he roots for In every pateh, The
ronsting ear, In its young and virgh
gweetness, |s his perquisite. The newly-
lald egg In the roadside nest is hi%; and
so It is all through the lst of his bill ot
fare, which comprisea the best and
rurest, irrespective of value, and which
he gathers in without cost to his owner,
who laughs when an injured nelghbor
deeply wounded by the thoughtless be-
havior of the razorback, complains of the
Intter's much too free acqualntance with
his property. The owner takes all this in
good part, gimply remarking, in a tone of
injured Innocence, “Why don't you fix
vour fences?’ .

“Why, man, what Is the use? You ses
that six and a half faot tight board-fence
there, It was only yesterday your old
sow climbed over that fence and a
up a brood of chickens, caught and ot
a voung lamb, and then hroke into m
erib and ate a whole pecit of ear corn
No fence will keep that old sow out of
any place but yours, for as yet I never
enw her at home. She les here nights
and feeds here all the days, and you could
not keep her at home becnuse there
nothing there for her to eat.™

The owner of the gullty hog smiles at
FiYS “Fight you are, eéven o
ecolored razorback’s got somo sense’
with an emphasis on the some. Then he
goes his way, ing the old sow behind
him to continue her visits to the unior
tunate complainant.

Of course, the ragorback Is healthy
for he llves best the country
affords, and has it of appetite. The
gentle exerc g chased by the
dogs he enjoys, for ai his will he Is
able to outrun the festest dog In the
country, He plays with the dogs, and
as he runs ahead, on tha road lke &
streak, lterally, he Inoks back and gring
with his lips turned up at the panting
pursuers, hen he slips through the
neatrest rail-fence, and stands quistly s
the dogs fiy past, until miesing him they
return in an attempt to find him BHut he
maoves not a hadr, grins with his lps
ypaet, showing the sharp curvaed tusks
with which, when cornered, he Is able to
rip out the bowels of a dog; and when
he i3 ready he goes his way, to get n
meal out of seme other nelghbor's gurden
patch or corn-Beld

He 1s the creature of his environment.
Hig business is to find a living which his
owner bolioves the world owes him, and
he sycceeds in it to perfection. He never
gels fat. That would soon Aend to ex-
tinetion, and nature we Know provides
for the survival of all her ereatures
And so he lves, and at the end he dies
trom the effects of & ball from his owner’s
rifle, for want of any other way of gather-
ing him in, unless, by the way, Epme too
hadly injured nelghbor, reduced to Im-
patience by his wrongs, ends his days
prematurely in a similar way.

The inconvenlence of this method of
miaking baeoen, i it 1s the best in the
world, however, 18 such that there 18 &
yvery great moriality among the race,
alleged to be due to the cholera, but
cholera could ver kill this tough and
to-the-manner-born kind of pig. It is by
aceldent the greater part of them die
"|ntul=u.m|--1," as one remarked, by the et
fects of lead in his insides, A little In-
stance in my experience goes to show
the cowt of making this razorbuck bacon
One sow and her brood of five balf-
grown plgs ate up Jast sumimer the con-
tents of half an acre of garden, one
aore of sweet potitocs, 0 or more young
chicks, twelve hens and the cock, an
unknown number of young turkeys and
one old turkey heng half an acre of corn,
planted for seed, of @n improved kind
costing a high price; five acres of feld
corn, peveral pancls of garden fence ol
bourds, three acres of newly-planted po-
{nto seed; wallowed in the spring a dozen
{imes, and vroke down the fence around
it, and tore dowp =0 much fence around
the hay weadow, and thus let her owner s
cows into the clover, that not a spear
was left for hay. And this s only =
amall part of the cost of her summers
keeping, which, on the whole, was not a
cont less than @ full dollar & pound of
the plgs, live weight. Finally, she died
\{ the common disease mentioned, and
her family of five took the same disease,
and died one by one soon after the old
mother, and the buzzards duly came to
the funeral. But some others survived,
and the race continues fts Kind, nn.d
thrives so fur, whero your finest other
rices of plgs would starve. The average
nw':wr of & pugorback never has quite
enough corn to opread” himsell throuzh
untfl the next ' rap,” but borrows, and,
ke his= ragorbock relatives, never re-

2 ¥ he LHAFFOWS.
i “KMH;ISE" 0F RAZORBACKS.

e atp—
A Careful View,
{London Spectator.)

It I8 nearly jmpossible to form a de-
Anlte opinion NS to the probabllity of a
war hetween America and Spaln. Jingoes,
e r.cign, pesce-men. Spaniards, and
pative Cubans are all making statements
which have DO relation to facts, while
the chiefs of the two governments, with
very anxious faces, ara trying to keep
smilingly silent. We can, therefora, only
state an jmpression, which, though based
on # careful study of the few facts ob-
tainable, may prove ultimutely erroneous,
We belleve, then, as at present advised,
(hut both Washington and Madrid expect
war without desiring it; that both are

\ (1T

«How shall T cleanse dainty \(§
dresses, and gauzy, filmy things that Y
a rough touch would
The Answer:
daintiest, purest, safest soap that's made— ¥

RY SOAP ¢

Pure—White—Floating. The soap of the century.
THE ¥. K. PAIRBANK COMPANY,

“Wash them with the Yd
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